Ser vs. estar

1a. El verbo ser

Description of physical or personality
traits

m Ser is used to express an inherent trait
or characteristic.

m SER for description:
— Soy alta.
— Son inteligentes.
— La farmacia es grande.
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2a. El verbo ser

Origen - Origin
m Ser is used to express origin or where
someone/something is from originally.
= SER for origins:
— Soy de Massachusetts
— Somos de Cuba
— El libro es de México.

Los verbos sery estar

m Ser y Estar significan “to be” en inglés.
— (Ser and Estar mean “to be” in English)

= Pero, hay diferencias entre los usos de
los dos verbos.

— (but, there are differences between the
uses of the two verbs)

= jNo son intercambiables!
— (They are not interchangeable!)

1b. El verbo estar

Condiciones temporales -Temporary
Conditions

m ESTAR is used to express a condition
or temporary state.

= Translate ESTAR as “to feel” or “to
look”

m ESTAR for conditions or feelings:
— Estoy enfermo.
— Estan cansadas.
— El médico esta contento.
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2b. El verbo estar

Ubicacién - Location
m ESTAR is used to express where
someone/something is located at the
moment.
m Translate ESTAR as “to be located”
m ESTAR for location:
— Yo estoy en Espania.
— Ellas estan en la farmacia.
— El médico esta en el consultorio.




El verbo estar
Resumen - Summary
m ESTAR is best translated as:
—“To look”
- “To feel”
- — “To be located”
= How you feel and where you are, that is
when you use ESTAR.
= You can remember the uses by:
Temporary (temporal)
Location (ubicacién)
Condition (condicién)

El verbo ser

Resumen — Summary
= Remember SER by:

Description

Occupation

Characteristics (Personality Traits)
Time/Date

Origin

Relationship
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El verbo estar
Resumen — Summary
= Remember ESTAR by:

Position (esta enfrente de la mesa)
Location (esta en México)
Action (-ing form — estoy hablando)
Condition (estoy enfermo)
Emotion (estoy contento)
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El verbo ser
Resumen — Summary

= Remember SER by:
Description
Occupation
Origin
Material
Possession
Identification
Time




