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El imperfecto y

el pretérito
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El pasado %\\\

Both Preterite: l
* Laura llegé ayer y Pepe la vio.
— Both describe completed actions that

happened in the past. A series of events,
one after the other.

Both Imperfect:

* Durante los inviernos, Adela iba a las
montafias a esquiar, pero yo trabajaba.
— Both are habitual/repeated actions.
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Key Words
Cuando:

» Usually indicates a change in tense (if there i
an interruption).

— Yo miraba la television cuando Marta entré.
on-going interruption

Mientras: (while — when used for simultaneous action)

* Usually indicates staying in the same tense.

— Yo hablaba mientras tu escuchabas.
on-going

on-going
Y:
» Usually indicates staying in same tense.
— Ella hablaba y yo escuchaba.

Ch. 4 - Imperfect Vs. Preterite

El pasado
» Sentences may have 2 or more
verbs in the past.
—Both can be imperfect
—Both can be preterite

—One can be imperfect and one
preterite.
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El imperfecto

Imperfect and Preterite:
* Yo estudiaba cuando Julia entro.
—0On-going incomplete action, interrupted by
another complete action.
* Yo leia cuando el teléfono soné.
—0On-going incomplete action, interrupted by
another complete action.
» Siempre comia pollo, pero ayer comi
cerdo.

—Habitual action compared to a one-time
action

Practica

¢ Pretérito o imperfecto?

+ Ella siempre _caminaba habitual (caminar).
. Ayel‘, ta comiste Completed - yesterday (Comer)_
* Lacasa era description (Ser) grande.

* Mientras yo _caminaba on-going (Caminar),
ta4 hablabas on-going (hablar)

+ El _comia on-going _ (comer) cuando ella
le  qritd interruption (gritar).
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Ejemplos Importantes “
 Telling Time = Imperfect )
— Eran las cinco y cuarto
Action that happened AT that specific time
= Preterite
— A las cinco y cuarto yo comi un sandwich
» Weather = Imperfect
— Ayer hacia calor
Description (usually) = Imperfect
— La casa era roja.
|i' Mental activities/conditions = Imperfect

— Yo deseaba dormir.

Ch. 4 - Imperfect Vs. Preterite



